






















San Francisco Bay Arca Rapid Transit DislTict 
Measure RR: Traction Power System T mprovements 

GEOLOGICAL HAZARDS 
Geological hazards consist of fault rupturing, landslid1~, subsidence, flooding, scowing, liquefaction, 
lateral spreading, and inundation. According to the USGS, the project site runs parallel to the Hayward 
Fault and is located approximately two miles to the southwest. The project site is not intersected with the 
Hayward Fault, its fault zone or any known faultline; therefore, there is no fault rupture hazard associated 
with the project site. The California Geological Survey does not map this site within a landslide-prone 
region. 

According to the Draft Geotechnical Report prepared for this project, no significant land subsidence is 
known to have occurred in the past and the risk associated with land subsidence is considered low. In 
addition, the Draft Geotechnical Report states that the project site has low risks associated with flooding, 
scouring, and expansive soils. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map does map this site in a 
flood hazard zone (0.2% chance of flooding) and inundation zone. The Draft Geotechnical Report notes 
that the proposed traction power substation is not located directly at a river, stream or creek crossing and 
therefore susceptibility to scour is low. The Califomia Geological Smvey maps the project site within a 
liquefaction z-0ne and may be subject to lateral spreading. ACO wil1 be built in compliance with BART 
facility standards based on its seismic zone and the class level of the project site. 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Recent tests have confirmed that existing traction power substation transformers may contain elevated 
levels of carbon monoxide, methane, ethylene, and ethane gases or a PCB level (ppm) > = 50, which are 
considered hazardous. For ACO, elevated levels of hazardous materials were detected in the existing 
transformer according to the TPF Transformer PCB Level Report prepared by BART dated February 15, 
2019. 

The project will comply with au applicable local, state, and federal regulations governing the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials during construction. Operation of the project wilt 
involve the occasional use, storage, and disposal of ha1.ardous materials that could include limited 
quantities of battery acid, vehicle fuels, oils, transmi.ssion fluids, paints, solvents, cleaners, and pesticides. 
No industrial uses or activities are proposed that will result in the use or discharge of unregulated 
hazardous materials and/or substances, or create a public hazard through transport, use, or disposal, and 
the project will not generate large amounts of hazardous materials that will require routine transport, use, 
or disposal. Use and transport of hazardous materials will be regulated by the Califomia Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health, local fire codes, and all other federal, state, aad local regulations. All 
hazardous materials will be required to be contained, stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers' 
instructions and handled in compliance with applicable standards and regulations. 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
The project will incorporate design features to address water quality impacts. Stormwater runoff from 
impervious surfaces will be routed through one on-site bioretention basin. Biorention is characterized by a 
depressed planted area designed to collect stonnwater runoff from a contributing area, while utilizing the 
physical and chemical processes of plants, soils, and microbes to slow, store and/or convey, filter, and 
infiltrate stormwater runoff. The bioretention basin constructed as part of ACO will filter stormwater 
runoff from the project site prior to discharge into the stormwater drainage system. The project may result 
in an increase in impervious surface but this increase will be minor (less than l acre in .size). The project 
will not rise to the level of causing or contributing runoff water which will exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff. 
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San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
Measure RR: Traction Power System Improvements 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND PARKING 
As described in Property Needs above, the primary access point for construction vehicles will be off San 
Leandro Street at 691h Avenue. This access route will require temporary closure of street parallel parking 
and sidewalk in the northbound direction of San Leandro Street. During sports events at the nearby 
Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum and Oracle Arena, an alternative construction access route is 
proposed off 691h Street, approximately 240 feet north of the project site and west of the existing UP 
freight tracks. A traffic maintenance plan has been developed to be used for coordination and approval 
with the City of Oakland and UP. 

Pedestrian and bicycle access will be maintained on San Leandro Street during construction. A temporary 
pedestrian ramp, sidewalk detour signs, and fencing will be installed to safely route pedestrians and 
bicyclists around the construction area. In addition, pedestrian crossing guards and flag persons will be 
present when construction vehicles enter and exit the project site. BART will work with the City of 
Oakland to obtain the necessary permits/approvals prior to the start of construction. 

PUBLIC TRANSIT CONSIDERATIONS 
During construction, potential disruptions to BART operations will not occur because the new AC house 
will be installed while keeping the e'!Cisting AC house powered. The Coliseum BART Station is currently 
served by AC Transit and the Amtrak Capital Corridor. UP operates freight trains east of the station and 
the ACO project site. As needed, BART wilt coordinate with these transit providers to reduce or avoid 
any potential disruptions during construction. After construction, the rehabilitated traction power 
substation equipment will support increased capacity and higher service frequencies on the BART system. 
Therefore, impacts related to public transit during construction or operation of this project are not 

anticipated. 

SPECIAL DISTRICT PARAMETERS 

BART was fonned as a county-based special district in 1957 by the California State Legislature. The 
special district formation was made in response to identifying the transit needs in the San Francisco Bay 
Area Region. Special districts are defined as local government agencies that provide public infrastructure 
and other essential services, including transportation, water, and recreation and parks. Special districts 
operate within a defined boundary that can include areas as smal1 as neighborhoods to areas as large as 
multi-county regions, depending on the demand of services being provided. 

California Government Code Section 53090 states that local agencies that provide governmental or 
proprietary function within limited boundaries, such as rapid transit districts like BART, are exempt from 
complying with local land use plans, policies, zoning ordinances and building ordinances (including 
building pennits). 

Although BAR T's transportation facilities may be exempt from some local regulations, the District will 
comply with the overa11 intent of the local regulations to the extent feasible and will work closely with the 
local jurisdictions to ensure that they arc included in the overall project development process. 

STATUTORY EXEMPTION APPLICABILITY 

Article 18 ofCEQA (CEQA Guidelines Sections 15260 to {5285), includes a list of classes of projects 
that have been determined by the California Legislature to be statutorily exempt from environmental 
review under CEQA. Due to the nature of the proposed project, the proposed replacement of the traction 
power substation equipment qualifies for a statutory exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Article 18 
Section 15275(a) ~ Specified Mass Transit Projects. 
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CEQA Guidelines Article 18 Section 1527S(a) states that CEQA does not apply to mass transit projects 
that involve the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines or high-occupancy 
vehicle lanes already in use, including the modernization of existing stations and parking facilities1. 

The analysis contained in this docwnent provides substantial evidence that the proposed project qualifies 
for an exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section l 527S(a) as a Specified Mass Transit project as it 
will involve the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines already in use. 
Modernizing BART's 45+ year old train control is an important component in addressing critical 
capacity, reliability and safety needs as BART places 775 new train cars into service. This project entails 
removing aging train control equipment from the BART system and upgrading to a new system. 

1 Authority cited : SC1:tion 21083, Public Resources Code; Rctllrcncc: Section 2l080(b)( I I), (12), and ( 13), Public Resources Code. 
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